
Delight in Creation Order of Service

	Call to worship
	Psalm 146.1-2

	Hymn
	Choose from the list at the bottom, depending on your available hymn books and known hymns, or use other suitable hymns of your own choice

	Psalm of praise
	If you are using the installation, you could ask people to walk round, look at the hoops, discuss them, choose one they like that features creation as they see it, and respond with a statement or sentence of praise.

You could ask people to contribute their favourite bits of creation and create your own Creation Psalm with the response between each section - or get people to write a sentence about their favourite piece which they could speak and then everyone join in the response, or if you prefer use this one which has been provided:

Bless the Lord all created things
Sing God’s praise and exalt God for ever.
Bless the Lord you sun and moon
Sing God’s praise and exalt God for ever.
Bless the Lord you towering mountains
Sing God’s praise and exalt God for ever.
Bless the Lord you mighty rivers,
Bless the Lord you raging waterfalls
Sing God’s praise and exalt God for ever.
Bless the Lord you rain and snow
Bless the Lord as you water the earth
Sing God’s praise and exalt God for ever.
Bless the Lord you trees and flowers
Bless the Lord with your colour and beauty
Sing God’s praise and exalt God for ever.
Bless the Lord you dogs and cats
Sing God’s praise and exalt God for ever.
Bless the Lord you ducks that swim
Sing God’s praise and exalt God for ever.
All God’s people gathered here
Sing God’s praise and exalt God for ever.
Amen
© Jenny Spouge from ‘What a World’ published by URC 2002

or use A Prayer of Praise and Thanksgiving 
Aren’t you too extravagant, Lord?
Creation is so full of life,
	resources so abundant,
		beauty so overwhelming.

Aren’t you too reckless, Lord?
Life is so fragile,
	humanity so powerful,
		disaster so possible.

Aren’t you too trusting, Lord?
Letting us nurture,
	permitting our tampering,
		risking our mistakes.

Extravagant, reckless and trusting God,
	we worship you and adore you.
May we never cease to worship.
May your trust be vindicated through our actions,
	your recklessness be repaid through our faithfulness,
		your extravagance be shared through our generosity.
So may we be true disciples of Jesus.
Amen
© Neil Thorogood from ‘What a World’ published by URC 2002
Used with permission

	Prayer of confession
	Creation is groaning around us, and we now know how much strain we have put on the planet, God’s marvellous creation, because of our selfish desires.
Help us live out our calling as people filled with your Spirit. Help us take seriously our commission to reach out in love to those who are lost and afraid. We pray for strength for the times when we feel weak and this all feels impossible. Amen
© Josh Thomas from ‘Full to the brim’ URC Prayer Handbook 2024
Used with permission

	Hymn
	

	Readings
	Choose from The Story of Creation from the Word on the Street 
or Psalm 19 
or Psalm 29 
or Psalm 33 
or part of Job Chapters 38-41, for example Job 38.4-18
or Isaiah 35.1-8a

	Hymn
	

	Reflection or Discussion or Drama or Activity

	Use one or more of the following suggestions:

Use either of the available dramas: ‘Children of Light’ or ‘Love me Love my World’.

Have a collection of magazines and work as a group to cut out pictures to create a collage of creation - these could be stuck on a large sheet of paper as the creation story is read.

For PowerPoints for reflection and meditation see 
https://www.ccow.org.uk/prayer-powerpoints/

For a short video, ideas for discussion etc on Psalm 19 see https://www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/churches/church-resources/posts/psalm-19-caring-for-the-universe/?type[0]=devotional

For a short video, ideas for discussion etc on Job 38 see https://www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/churches/church-resources/posts/job-38-science-reveals-gods-glory/?type[0]=devotional

For sermon notes that might contribute to a short reflection based on the lectionary readings for the relevant Sunday:
https://www.preachingforgodsworld.org/

Four videos with discussion guides
https://resources.arocha.org/resource/elements-of-hope/

Go outdoors together and make the shape of a seven-spoked wheel on the floor using twigs, as big as you like, either all together or in small groups. The gaps in between are each one of the seven days of creation. Encourage people to search for natural objects and fill each section with an in image representing what was created on that day.

In pairs, talk about something you created - a cake, clothing, something in the garden, something at school. What did it feel like to create something? How did you feel on completion? Think of a time when someone damaged or destroyed something you had made. How did that make you feel?

Use the available instructions to make further hoops or God’s eyes, as a workshop and add to the installation while reflecting on what these say to you about creation and God’s world.

	Response
	You might like to ask people to contribute what they are already doing to ‘reduce, reuse, recycle’, prevent climate change and enhance biodiversity, and share ideas of what else people could do or that a church could do. Are you already an Eco-Church or could you consider this? If you are could you upgrade your award to another level? (See https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/ ) 

What one more step could you take in terms of care for the planet? You could write a pledge on a piece of thin card cut from packets - such as cereal boxes etc

	Hymn
	

	Prayers of intercession
	Have leaf shapes cut from green paper on which people can write prayers. These can have threads attached to be hung from a branch in a pot or a tree, or if easier use card luggage labels.
Alternatively or as well have cloud shaped pieces of paper or card on which people can write their dreams for a healthy world.

	Hymn
	

	Benediction
	God has given us a good home,
All: Here on this earth that we share.

God has blessed us with riches,
All: In the beauty and abundance of creation.

God has forged for us a family,
All: Through the marvellous variety of humanity.

God has offered us a mission,
All: In the caring that we share.

God has challenged us to serve,
All: Through Bible-word and word-made-flesh.
Amen
© A Litany of Hope by Neil Thorogood from ‘What a World’ published by URC 2002
Used with permission

















[bookmark: hymn]Hymn Selection:

	Hymn
	StF
	H&P
	MP
	R&S

	All creatures of our God and King
	99
	329
	7
	39

	All things bright and beautiful
	100
	330
	23
	

	All things praise thee
	
	331
	24
	

	As if you were not there
	724
	
	
	

	For the beauty of the earth
	102
	333
	152
	41

	God in his love
	727
	343
	832
	85

	Indescribable, uncontainable
	48
	
	1170
	

	Let us with a gladsome mind
	
	27
	415
	

	Morning has broken
	136
	635
	467
	45

	O Lord my God when I in awesome wonder
	82
	
	506
	117

	My Jesus, My Saviour, (Shout to the Lord all the earth)
	363
	
	1003
	

	Think of a world without any flowers
	92
	
	
	123



Or use some new hymns on themes of creation, ecology and Christian hope from
https://www.resoundworship.org/projects/doxecology

Additional Resources: 
All sorts of additional resources are available at:

https://worship.calvin.edu/resources/articles/worship-resources-creation-care

http://letallcreationpraise.org/

https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/learn/seasonal-resources/

https://greenchristian.org.uk/resources/worship-materials/

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/resources/worship-and-teaching/


A really good all age interactive creation service is available at:
https://atyourservice.arocha.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/WWWW-Order-of-Service-All-age-Worship.pdf

and the mentioned pack for items required and other resources is at: https://atyourservice.arocha.org/en/wildly-wonderful-world-2010-resource-pack/
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